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Your $SS Buys Liberty

Rejoin! Renew! Donate!

by Thomas M. Sipos

nd of the year. Time to
Erenew your LPC mem-

berships. Time to resub-
scribe to California Freedom.
And if you wish to join the Coffee
Club or make a one-time con-
tribution, LPC Secretary Beau
Cain has created some very
nice coupons for your conve-
nience—see pages 5 and 6!

Even now, Beau is mailing
renewal postcards to current
LPC members, and “come join
us” letters to national LP mem-
bers in California. But Treasurer
Don Cowles has asked me
to reinforce Beau’s mailings in
these pages.

Why rejoin the LPC? We
don’t win many elections. A
few. Not many.

But the LPC is more than
a political party. It's an infra-
structure that educates the
public year-round about liberty.
Changing minds. Influencing

the culture. Making a differ-
ence.

How so?

¢ Running Candidates.
It’s not just about winning of-
fice. Every election year, LPC
candidates are interviewed by
newspapers, at public forums,
on radio and cable TV shows.
Political campaigns are unique
teaching opportunities that
would not exist were the LPC
not a recognized political party
with ballot access.

Your money helps maintain
both the party infrastructure
and ballot access that buys
media credibility and access to
people’s minds.

(And occasionally, LPC can-
didates do win elections.)

e PBallot Proposition
Arguments. Ballot proposi-
tions present real opportunities
to expand or limit freedom.
LPC activists write many of

the pro-freedom arguments
that appear in Voter Guides.
Sometimes, ours are the only
pro-freedom arguments for a
proposition.

When a ballot measure re-
sults in more freedom, and the
electoral victory was close, it's
not unreasonable to assume
the LPC’s arguments made the
difference.

Your money helps organize
activists and buy credibility with
the Registrar of Voters, so that
voters see our pro-freedom ar-
guments.

e Speakers Bureaus. |
spoke at several venues over
this summer, teaching liberty to
teenagers and college youth.
| was invited solely because |
represented a political party.
Other LLPC members have
done likewise. LPC speakers
are invited solely because we

Raising $SS for Liberty
Ed Clark Attends LPC Fundraiser

by Kevin Takenaga

n Saturday, September
OZ?, 2008, the LPC held

a two-part fundraiser,
attended by special guests of
honor Ed and Alicia Clark.

Ed Clark is the Libertarian
Party’s most successful presi-
dential candidate to date, earn-
ing 921,299 votes (1.06%) in
1980. He also remains the
LPC’s most successful gu-
bernatorial candidate, winning
377,960 (5.5%) in 1978.

The fundraiser began with
an 8 p.m. dinner at Il Fornaio
restaurant in Pasadena, with
eight people attending. A re-
ception followed at the Eagle
Rock home of Rick and Pam
Probst. About thirty donors
attended, including ExCom
members Zander Collier I,
Don Cowles, Beau Cain, Ted

Brown, and myself.

After Ed  Clark
spoke, | presented a
slide show on LPC ac-
tivities  throughout the
state over the past
three to four months,
which | personally pho-
tographed. Then Allen
Hacker, who traveled
from Texas to attend,
gave a fundraising
pitch.

Special thanks go to
Rick and Pam Probst for
providing their house—
and delicious desserts
and refreshments!—for
the reception.

Kevin Takenaga is Chair
of the LPC.
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Ed Clark at the LPC fundraiser

represent a recognized political
party.

Your money helps organize
these speakers and buy cred-
ibility with venues so that our
speakers are invited.

e Letters to the Editor.
Many LPC activists and can-
didates write letters to local
newspapers—and are pub-
lished. The LPC supports these
efforts (such as via Richard
Rider’s tips on how to write
effective letters to the editor,
which appeared in California
Freedom), and gives talking
points and credibility to these
writers, making publication of
their letters more likely.

Your money helps the LPC
help these writers get libertar-
ian views in print.

e Libertarian Perspective.
Dan Minkoff publishes the
weekly Libertarian Perspective.
These pro-freedom op-eds are
written by top libertarian writ-
ers, then submitted to thou-
sands of publications (online
and on paper) throughout the
country. See: http://www.ca.lp.
org/perspective.shtml.

Your money keeps those
op-eds coming.

e California Freedom. It’s
not for members only. Extra
copies are printed of eachissue,
to be used as an outreach
tool. Old issues are archived
online and made available to
the world: http://www.ca.lp.
org/cafreedom.shtml.

Beau tells me that over the
past 14 months, paid subscrip-
tions have increased by over
12%. But apparently it's not
enough. Issues are no longer
put online ASAP, but are de-
layed by nearly two months, in
an attempt to encourage more
paid subscriptions.

More money makes it more
likely that issues will once again
be put online as they come
out, so the entire world can
read CF ASAP.

We live in confused times.
Republican and conserva-
tive policies are mistaken for

free market capitalism. Many
Americans believe that de-
regulation caused the mort-
gage crisis and bank failures.
As economic times worsen,
Americans will seek answers.

Who will they listen to?

The bad news is, most
Americans don’t want liberty.
The good news is, they don’t
want statism. They want pros-
perity, comfort, and security.
They don’t care about princi-
ples. They want what “works.”

Your money helps the LPC
teach Californians that to at-
tain prosperity, comfort, and
security, they must travel the
road of freedom. Otherwise,
Californians  will  look to
Republicans and Democrats
for economic answers.

A scary thought, no?

LPC activists are also fight-
ing eminent domain abuse,
confiscatory taxes, violations
of civil liberties, oppression of
minorities, and wars that are
bankrupting this country.

Your money sustains the
LPC. It pays for office rent. For
our educational pamphlets and
flyers. For our mailings. For
our website and its Libertarian
Perspective  op-eds. For
California Freedom. And for the
credibility derived from being a
recognized political party.

Please renew your LPC
membership. Resubscribe to
California  Freedom. Join the
Coffee Club. Donate.

Posterity thanks you for your
support.

David Larkin,
RIP

Roots of
Georgia War

Four Electoral
Victories
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Rock the Vote &

Miss Joy

by Thomas M. Sipos

n Sunday, September
28, | spoke to youth at
an “L.A. Teens Rock

the Vote” concert, held at Safari
Sam’s on Sunset Boulevard.
The event was co-spon-
sored by the Westside Jewish
Community Center and B’nai
B'rith Youth Organization. As
with my college talks this past
summer, representatives from
all political parties were invited
to explain their stances.

It’s instructive which posi-
tions go over well, which fall flat.
It should come as no surprise
that our opposition to the drug
war drew the loudest cheers.
(What else do you expect at a
Rock the Vote concert?) Our
opposition to the wars in Irag
and Afghanistan drew the sec-
ond loudest applause. Support
for gay marriage drew some
cheers. Our call for lower taxes
and less government fell flat.
Silence. But our opposition to a
Wall Street bailout drew some
cheers.

After | spoke, | worked the
crowd, distributing reprints
from the LPC’s Libertarian
Perspective op-eds. Kudos
to Dan Minkoff for running it,
and to all its writers. This is a
useful educational tool. See:
http://www.ca.lp.org/perspec-
tive.shtml.

The speaking engagements
| attended over the summer
demonstrate a political party’s
unique educational potential. |
would not have been invited to
address teenagers and college
youth about libertarian philoso-
phy were | from a think tank.
It’s only because it’'s an election
year, and | represent a political
party, that | was able to edu-
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cate these young people about
liberty.

e LP Women’s Caucus

Column

Barbara “Joy” Waymire will
no longer write a “From the LP
Women'’s Caucus” column.

In all the months I'd been
publishing Barbara, I'd not
received a single complaint
from anyone. Then in late
September, | received a flurry of
emails from LPWC members.
(Some appear in this issue’s
LTE section.) They were upset
by Barbara’s pro-war views,
and especially that these views

were presented under the
LPWC banner.
| didn’'t want to drop

Barbara’s column because of
her views, but it was inap-
propriate for her to continue
to speak for the LPWC if she
did not, or no longer did, re-
flect a majority of her fellow
LPWC members’ opinions. |
announced that | would con-
tinue Barbara’s column, but
without the LPWC moniker.
Everyone seemed satisfied by
my decision. Barbara agreed to
continue her column.

Soon  thereafter, she
changed her mind. She no lon-
ger wished to write a column.

Barbara did nothing wrong.
To her credit, she submitted

©2008 All rights reserved

Outside Safari Sam’s on Sunset Boulevard

columns in a timely fashion.
Although | too disagreed with
many of her opinions, she
should be commended for the
courage of her convictions; for
boldly stating her views, rather
than spinning for political gain,

or pretending to be someone
she is not.

While Barbara has chosen
not to continue her monthly
column, she will continue to
submit articles, and we look
forward to her work.

Fallen Freedom Fighter

David Larkin, RIP

by Michael B. Everling

e are deeply sad-
dened to note the
passing away of one

of our members, David W.
Larkin, on or around October
8, apparently of natural causes.
He was 61 years old and had
suffered from diabetes, though
the precise cause of death is
not yet known.

Dave was a prominent
member, since 1989, of the
Libertarian Party of California,
holding several offices and

handling many responsibilities
during those years. He was a
past Chair of the Los Angeles
County LP, past Chair of Region
61, San Fernando Valley LP,
and had currently been serv-
ing on the L.A. County LP’s
Judicial Committee. It was
under Dave’s administration as
Region 61 Chair that Region
68, Antelope Valley LP, was
established, in great part due
to his leadership.

These arejust afew of Dave’s

David Larkin
many responsibilities and ac-
complishments as a leader and
member of the LPC.

Dave served his country
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during the Vietnam conflict as
a U.S. Navy sailor, with duty
assignment on river boats,
for which service he received
a decoration with a combat
“V”. His Vietnam experiences
informed him as his political
orientation evolved toward lib-
ertarianism, and those experi-
ences gave him a credibility not
shared by others. You can read
more about that in Thomas
M. Sipos’s interview with Dave
in the November/December
2007 California Freedom, avail-
able at: http://ca.lp.org/cf/CF-
200711.pdf.

Of him, Thomas says: “David

continued on page 6...
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Women'’s
Caucus Not
Pro-War

Barbara “Joy” Waymire does
not speak for the LP Women’s
Caucus or the Women and
Minority Outreach Committee of
the LNC.

Her article supporting U.S.
intervention in the affairs of other
countries [California Freedom,
August 2008] is her own personal
opinion and should not be taken
as the position of the LP Women'’s
Caucus. Her opinion contravenes
the Libertarian Party’s historic po-
sition of non-interventionism.

The LP has never supported
nation building, and there is
certainly no consensus in the
Women’s Caucus to change that
position at this time. Ms. Waymire
does not have the authority or the
right to speak for the rest of us.

— Ruth E. Bennett
Seattle, WA

In the August issue of CF, |
was surprised to come across
[Barbara “Joy” Waymire’s] “God
and Founders Support Irag War.”
It expounds a very pro-war mes-
sage.

This is the kind of irresponsible
publishing that we have to avoid.
This is not the LP platform. It’s not
libertarian thinking. It is not from
the Women’s Caucus. This is, at
best, from a few. Most likely, just
from Joy Waymire. But it says it
comes from us. It doesn’t come
from me. It definitely doesn’t
come from Angela Keaton, mod-
erator of this list, LNC At Large
member, and Antiwar.com god-
dess.

Joy says: “This is telling our
new citizens that we don’t care
if your other family members in

/ \_

YOUR Letters
Welcome!

But we can’t publish
what we don’t receive.

Please submit your
letters to:

editor@ca.lp.org

your country suffer, they don't live
here.”

That’s right, Joy. We are a sov-
ereign nation, and our greatest
responsibility to other nations is
to allow them the same right. We
fought for self-government. We
must allow them to do the same.
Otherwise, it doesn’t last.

And we often back the wrong
faction. In Nicaragua, we backed
the contras, the drug traffick-
ing, money-laundering dictators.
Against the freedom fighters.
Knowingly.

In Iran, we fought Khomeini
(the man had 11 million people
block the streets for his funeral—
hardly an indication that he was
universally hated) because we
hate Islamic law. And this is prob-
ably the genesis of the current
problems with “Muslim terrorists.”
We built them.

“And then we sit back and
wonder why there is so much
unrest in this nation and world-
wide?” asks Joy.

A lot of the unrest worldwide
comes from resentment due to
the U.S. sticking its nose and
troops into everyone else’s busi-
ness. By this statement, Joy
shows that she has not traveled
outside this country, or at least,
not spent time with the general
population. We do. And we hear,
over and over: “Why does the US
stick their nose into our business?
Take your troops home, and leave
us to straighten things out.”

According to Ivan Eland at
Cato.org [July 24, 1998]: “The
United States currently has over
200,000 troops stationed in 144
countries and territories. At any
given time, it usually has another
20,000 sailors and Marines de-
ployed afloat on Navy ships. In
the more benign post-Cold War
international environment, why
does the United States need all
of those forces positioned over-
seas.”

No one can argue that we
need troops in Japan and
Germany. WWII was over 60
years ago. And we still have
troops in both places.

The same article goes on to
say: “Most of the 100,000 troops
in Europe (mainly in Germany,
[taly, the United Kingdom, Turkey,
Spain, Iceland, Belgium and
Portugal) and almost all of the
75,000 troops in Asia (in Japan
and South Korea) are supporting
wealthy nations against mild or
declining threats.”

The U.S. government is our
worst enemy in the world of pub-

lic opinion, and we’re losing.

We socialize with many new
immigrants. We live in the Seattle
area, which is full of young immi-
grant professionals. And we hear
the same song: “Leave our coun-
try to work out its own problems.”

Self-government. Sovereignty.
What we fought for. And what we
owe to others—the freedom, the
opportunity, to claim their own
sovereign state.

— Rachel Hawkridge
Seattle, WA

| wanted to express my dismay
with the decision to give Barbara
“Joy” Waymire a monthly column
in California Freedom, and espe-
cially labeling it as coming “From
the LP Women’s Caucus.” From
what I've read in her columns, it
seems to me she holds very few
opinions that could be considered
“libertarian.”

This is in no way intended as
a personal attack. I've spent time
with and enjoyed the company of
“Miss Joy,” and | recognize she
has worked very hard on various
projects connected with the LPC.

However, in my opinion, the
last thing the party needs—at
this point in time, more than pos-
sibly any other—is to have wildly
un-libertarian views expressed
as if they’re perfectly consistent
with libertarian philosophy, un-
objectionable, and a valid rep-
resentation of a segment of the
libertarian population who never
got a chance to weigh in on the
particular issues discussed—i.e.,
the Women'’s Caucus.

Let me be clear, | have no
desire to restrict or limit anyone’s
ability to express their personal
views in the newsletter, whatever
they may be, and wherever they
may fall in the spectrum of liber-
tarian thought—as long as they’re
identified as being personal opin-
ions.

As | see it, the issues are:

1. Labeling the column as
coming from the Women'’s
Caucus, when no one was ever
consulted about content;

2. Giving someone who is so
far afield from traditional libertar-
ian beliefs a monthly column that
legitimized her views, and could
easily be misinterpreted by some
to imply that she does, in fact,
represent libertarian philosophy.

— Donna Orlando
San Diego, CA

State Marriage
Is a Curse

In regards to Rob Power’s criti-
cism of Adam Summers’s opinion
in his “Vote No on Prop 8” article
[California Freedom, September
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Letters to
the Editor

2008], | don’t know what has
blinded him from seeing this sub-
ject from a libertarian perspective.

Since when has government’s
regulation of our personal relation-
ships been a “benefit”?

Marriage used to be every-
body’s ticket to happiness, and
a life of bliss and harmony, until
government started regulating
it. Now it is nothing but a deadly
trap, and an engine of eternal
misery.

Why would any guy need gov-
ernment to foul things up for him?
Women already recognize this as
a sure way to get hold of another
man’s riches.

Things used to work fine until
the government started interven-
ing in our marriages.

Now every one of us who is
married chafes in a living hell of
eternal obligations and liabilities,
surrounded by judges and law-
yers who enforce them upon us
like guard dogs holding a hos-
tage.

Does Rob have a secret wish
for a life of serfdom and servi-
tude? Does he wish to lose all his
life savings, all of his hard earned
assets, all of the securities that
he accumulated for his end of life
retirement needs, to a hounding
horde of judge-and-lawyer can-
nibals?

Does he want to be one of
those 30,000 fathers who com-
mit suicide every year because a
judge has stricken him out of his
home and out of his children’s
lives?

Does he want to be one of
those 100,000 fathers who die
every year because they could no
longer endure those deadly at-
tacks by those predatory judges
and lawyers?

I'd be glad to trade the curse
of my marriage privileges with
Rob’s deprivation of same any-
time he wants.

Give me your marriage-free
status, and take my married to
the ball-and-chain, anytime, Rob.
And may you yet receive the
luck that you will need to go with
them.

— Aarde V. Atheian
Los Angeles, CA

Watching Big
Brother

Katherine Albrecht is a for-
mer LPC member now in New
Hampshire. She is a nationally
recognized expert on electronic
surveillance and privacy issues,
and co-author of the book Spy
Chips.

It's good to see a Libertarian
taking a lead role in documenting
this fast-emerging threat to free-
dom. | strongly recommend read-

ing her excellent article on Radio
Frequency ID (RFID) tags: www.
sciam.com/article.cfm?id=how-

rfid-tags-could-be-used.

— Starchild
San Francisco, CA

What is a
Patriot?

| have discovered that | am a
patriot.

For many years, the term
“patriot” had a disagreeable con-
notation in my mind. | grew up on
South Side of Chicago during the
1960s and 1970s. What patriot
meant then was unswerving, un-
questioning service and allegiance
to the state, no matter what the
state did. No matter how big the
state was. No matter how many
of our natural liberties the state
was violating.

Is that what it means to be a
patriot?

Does patriot mean paying our
taxes with a smile, and complying
with compulsory school atten-
dance laws? Does patriot mean
giving quick, ready service and
allegiance to the state, no matter
what they ask of you? Such as
line up and be sent overseas to
fight a war such as Vietnam?

To fail to do so was unforgiv-
ably selfish and viciously unpatri-
otic.

| turned eighteen in 1973. |
remember “patriot” being ag-
gressively promoted as going
to Vietnam without question if
called. Fortunately, | never went to
Vietnam. But the scary thing is, if |
was called, | would have gone.

It was some years since 1973
before | became aware of the
wrongness of the Vietham War
and other police wars. By 1978,
| was a libertarian, thanks to an
economics course in college by
an Austrian economics profes-
sor. It was exciting to put the civil
liberties aspect together with the
economic freedom aspect. I've
been libertarian since.

But did | consider myself a pa-
triot? Not for a long time.

| would like to thank Ron Paul,
and Alex Jones of the Alex Jones
radio show, and the Libertarian
Party, for my new understanding
of what it means to be a patriot.

To be a patriot is:

To question the state on
EVERYTHING it does.

To hold accountable the gov-
ernment for EVERYTHING it does.
To demand the government

adhere to a strict moral code.

To question any war the gov-
ernment might want to engage.

To forcefully remind the gov-
ernment that it cannot do just
ANYTHING it wants.

continued on page 5...
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Foreign Interventionist Failure
Georgia War’s
Background

by Philip Giraldi

he fighting between
‘ Georgia and Russia is yet
anotherU.S. foreign policy
disaster in which Washington
might have encouraged a war
where there was no conceiv-
able American interest. It is
also, by all accounts, the latest
major intelligence failure.

When Tbilisi staged its
surprise attack into South
Ossetia, the U.S. had no
less than 130 soldiers and
Defense Department con-
tractors training the Georgian
forces through the embassy’s
Office of Defense Cooperation.
Some were U.S. Army intel-
ligence officers educating the
Georgian army in their craft.
There was also a CIA sta-
tion and an embassy political
section tasked with developing
confidential relationships with
Georgia’s political leadership.
U.S. Ambassador John Tefft
reportedly could drop in on
President Mikheil Saakashvili
any time he wished.

In addition to the American
contingent, the lIsraelis had
a very large presence pro-
viding $500 million worth of
equipment and training to the
Georgians, funded through two
U.S. assistance programs. The
Israeli media has been report-
ing that there were hundreds of
former military officers working
as trainers in Georgia.

This version of a greater
Caucasus co-prosperity sphere

was greased by an estimated
$2 bilion in U.S. assistance
used to maintain and upgrade
the Georgian military, partially
to enable it to serve in Iraqg, but
also to protect the Baku-Thilisi-
Ceyhan pipeline and confront
nonexistent al-Qaeda elements
in the Pankisi Gorge.

The assistance program
involved frequent interaction
with all levels of the Georgian
military, but the Americans
and lIsragelis did not know what
Thilisi was up to, though invad-
ing a country, even on a small
scale, is no turnkey operation.
Planning and preparation in-
volving thousands of Georgians
went apparently unnoticed by
the many foreign observers in
the country.

The U.S. advisors were
withdrawn to Thilisi, and the
Israelis were evacuated back to
their own country after fighting
broke out, leaving so quickly
that they abandoned their clas-
sified training materials.

When Moscow counterat-
tacked, the U.S. found itself
equally blind in spite of a large
CIA station and diplomatic
presence in Russia. Are there
any spies here? Apparently
not.

A rough after-action assess-
ment of the intelligence failure,
both in Russia and in Georgia,
reveals the usual problems. Spy
satellites, which might have
detected the movement of
troops, were instead watching

Irag and Afghanistan. Lacking
language and cultural skills, the
U.S. intelligence community
relied on its Georgian coun-
terparts to provide the infor-
mation that it needed. When
the friendly liaison service has
something to conceal, such
information becomes disinfor-
mation. Diplomats and military
officers, meanwhile, uncritically
accepted what their Georgian
interlocutors were telling them.

The lsraelis were also ap-
parently too busy turning a
buck to notice what was going
on. One lIsraeli officer returned
from Georgia noting that the
training had been perfunctory,
because turning trainees over
rapidly provided opportunities
to make more money.

Both Israeli and American
instructors agreed that the fre-
quently illiterate Georgian con-
scripts were poor soldiers, led
by mediocre officers and unfit
for any military action, but they
were reluctant to report their
observations, because they
would not have been well re-
ceived in Washington and Tel
Aviv.

Philip Giraldi is a former CIA of-
ficer, and a fellow at the American
Conservative Defense  Alliance.
This article reprinted courtesy The
American Conservative magazine.
Their website: www.amconmag.
com.

Protecting YOUR Property Rights
Punishing Santa
Barbara County

by Alissa J. Strong

€ £ These guys hit us over the
head with an environmental
billy club. So, we’ve got to

make an example of them.”

Those are the words of
Peter Adam. He and his fam-
iy are fifth generation farm-
ers in Santa Barbara County,
California. He's explaining why
Pacific Legal Foundation attor-
neys are representing them in
a federal property rights lawsuit
against the county.

Peter and his brothers have
been victimized by egregious
government misconduct—a
bureaucratic scheme that
falsely designated nearly 100
of their acres as “wetlands.”
For almost seven years, they
had to keep paying property
taxes, yet they couldn’t farm
the land.

Before buying the property
in 1997, the family inspected it,
found that it was farmable, and
decided to grow vegetables on
it. When they later heard that
the county was designating the
property as “wetlands,” it didn’t
make sense, because the land
was dry and sandy.

An expert hired by the
brothers found that the wet-
land designation was more
than faulty—it aroused signifi-
cant suspicion of ulterior mo-
tives. Could it have anything
to do with county plans to site
various public facilities on the
property?

In 2000, the Adam brothers
had had enough. They sued in

state court.

During the litigation, officials
admitted they had not followed
procedures. The jury found that
the county had conspired to
deprive the Adam brothers of
their Constitutional rights, and
had acted with malice, op-
pression, or fraud. It awarded
them more than $5 million in
damages.

An appellate court upheld
the judgment that the wetland
designation was falsified, and
permitted farming to recom-
mence on the property. But
the court threw out the money
award.

Now, in federal court, the
Adam family is seeking finan-
cial damages, because it's a
Constitutional right to be com-
pensated when government
confiscates private property.

Accountability is crucial, too.
“The government has to know
that it will pay a price when it
tramples on people’s rights,”
says Peter Adam. “Unless the
county is made to pay for de-
priving us of our rights, they
have zero incentive to respect
the rights of any other farmer
or any other landowner.”

Alissa J. Strong is an attorney
for the Pacific Legal Foundation, a
public interest group that litigates
for property rights, limited govern-
ment, and a balanced approach
to environmental protection. Their
website: www.PacificLegal.org.

had no opposition.

Three were
Norm Westwell
and Kate O’Brien

Recreation District.
Brian Holtz

Hills Water District.

our LPC candidates
Fwon their special dis-
trict elections before the
November race, because they

reelected:
Frank Manske to the Mt.
Diablo Healthcare District;
to the
Ocean View School District;
to
the Simi Valley Park and

is newly
elected to the Purissima

It Pays to Show Up

Norm Westwell

Kate O’Brien




Running for Office
Reflection

s of a

Rookie Candidate

by Timothy Hannan

'm running for California’s
6th Assembly District seat,
which  represents Marin
County and southern Sonoma
County, because I'm troubled
by government’s drift away
from our founding principles of
limited government. | believe in
freedom.

Running for public office is a
new experience for me. | really
don’t know what I'm doing. I've
little money and scant volun-
teer help. I've done the obvious
things. | wrote a Statement of
Qualifications for the voters’
pamphlets published by the
Registrar of Voters. | built a
website: votefortimhannan.org.

But | feel like a new sailor
who's not yet found his sea
legs.

| was interviewed by a local
radio station, and a local news-
paper. To prepare, | crammed
my head with facts and figures.
| was asked about various is-
sues: “How should we solve the
budget crisis in Sacramento?”
and “How do you stand on
Propositions 2, 4, 7, and 87"
and “Do we need to change
the way legislative district lines

are drawn?”

Fighting anxiety and self-
doubt, | listened to the call of
each question. | gave answers
based on facts and informed
by libertarian principles. My de-
livery wasn’t always smooth.
| sometimes failed to speak
in sound bites. But halfway
through the newspaper inter-
view, | thought: “I can do this. |
am doing it! I'm contributing to
the political process. I’'m saying
things that my fellow citizens
need to hear.”

Being a candidate is scary
and lonely—but also exhilarat-
ing. I'm carrying the libertarian
torch on a marathon race. I'm
keeping the libertarian message
alive until the voters someday
come to their senses and reject
big government.

That sense of purpose is
enough to sustain me.

Next, I'll appear at a debate
sponsored by the League of
Women Voters. I’'m looking for-
ward to it.

Tim Hannon can be contacted
through his website: votefortimhan-
nan.org.

Letters to the Editor
continued from page 3...

To remember that power cor-
rupts -- and boy, has power cor-
rupted!

To demand the government
stay within its Constitutionally im-
posed limits.

To know that | am a 100%
sovereign being with unalienable
rights -- unalienable by everybody,
including the government.

I am proud to say that | am a
patriot. And a 100% committed
libertarian. Committed to the LP.
Committed to liberty worldwide.

| enjoy my new designation. |
feel part of the original American
Revolution, and the American
revolution that continues today.

— Tom Burlingame
Riverside, CA

Plan for Victory

I am a survivor of the Ayn Rand
and Libertarian Party wars of the
1960s and 1970s. I've had time
to think about why third parties
do not fair well in the USA.

Two reasons: First, when a
third party forms, it is made up of
True Believers that are unwilling
to compromise basic principles.
Second, the political system is
rigged against them. Third parties
try to play by rules that the major
parties have set up.

continued on page 6...
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Here's My Pledge to the California Coffee Club!
| O Yes! I'll donate the price of a cup of coffee every working ENCLOSED: 1 Check or money order

by Kevin Takenaga

n October 11, 2008, the
LPC welcomed several
prominent new libertar-

ians into our ranks at an event
held in San Juan Capistrano.

Among those re-register-
ing Libertarian were Steven
Greenhut, senior editorial writer
for the Orange County Register,
and John Seiler, a former editor
at the Register.

Greenhut has long reported
on eminent domain abuses
by local governments. He is
the author of Abuse of Power:
How the Government Misuses
Eminent Domain (Seven Locks
Press, 2004).

Orange County LP Chair Joe
Leibrandt greeted the guests,
many of whom haven’t been
to an LP event in a very long
time.

Much thanks to Paul Studier
for sponsoring the event, and
to Chuck McGlawn who helped
promote the event through his
Liberty Viewsletter, regularly
emailed to around 700 sub-
scribers.

November 2008 e California Freedom ¢ PAGE 5

Growing the Party
Prominent Journalists Join LPC

-

Steven Greenhut addresses Libertarians

Photo: Kevin Takenaga

Suzanne Bell
Ted Brown, Jr.
Beau Cain
Audrey Carlan
T. J. Campbell
Ed Clark

Alicia Clark
Zander Collier, llI

o

day and pay for it with a monthly pledge.

| OOnecupaday =
O Two cups a day

| O Three cups a day

| O Five cups aday =

$ 42 monthly
$ 84 monthly
$ 126 monthly
$ 210 monthly

Political contributions are not tax deductible. Federal law requires us to report

the name, mailing address, occupation, and employer of each donor who

| contributes more than $200 per calendar year.

=Y
>

Curt Cornell
Don Cowles
Bruce Dovner
Terry Floyd
John Inks
Carolyn Marbry
Chuck Moulton
Alan Pyeatt

Raise your Cup to Coffee Club Members!

e want to thank the following members who have stepped right up and
joined the LPC Coffee Club since its kick—off. A Coffee Club member do-
nates a minimum of $42 per month or $500 or more each year.

Lawrence Samuels
Paul Studier

Kevin Takenaga
Charles Tolman
Robert Weber, Jr.

e
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David Larkin
continued from page 2...

was one of the good liber-
tarians. Principled, friendly to
all, generous, helpful, without
ego or malice. I'm glad | got
to interview him last year. He
should be remembered.”
Fellow party member, friend,
and neighbor Kit Maira said of
Dave: “He was a good friend
and | already miss him terribly.”

Ben Pleasants had this to
say: ‘| liked Dave a lot and
admired most his integrity. I'm
sure [there is] a lot to say about
Dave Larkin. The very name
has a special ring to it.”

On a personal note, Dave
and | entered the LP about
the same time, and served as
Regional Chairs (61 and 64,
respectively) in the early 1990s.
We cooperated on maintaining

the libertarian Pub Club as a
regular activity, working to pre-
serve it at a time when there
was considerable sentiment
to disestablish it. That’s where
you could always find Dave, if
you didn’t see him otherwise
at various LP events around
L.A. County. For many years he
was also an almost monthly at-
tendee at the Karl Hess Club.
His sage advice and bottom

line, good sense along with his
wide range of knowledge and
life experience, will be sorely
missed by those who knew
him in and outside the LP and
the freedom movement. Dave
was also a very generous per-
son who really counted as a
friend, and that loss cannot be
minimized.

Until recently, Dave worked
at Terry Hinge Company as a

©2008 All rights reserved

draughtsman and production
manager. He resided for many
years in Arleta. His only known
next of kin is a sister who lives
in Tracey, California.

Memorial arrangements by
friends and colleagues in the
Liberty movement are pending.

Michael B. Everling is a longtime
Los Angeles County LP activist and a
co-founder of the libertarian Karl Hess
Club. He may be contacted through:
www.karlhessclub.org.

Letters to the Editor
continued from page 5...

Perhaps it’s time to change the
rules?

When Americans vote for a
president, they are voting for a
list of delegates from each party
to go to the electoral college.
Whoever ever has the most elec-
toral votes, wins.

The number of electoral col-
lege votes each state has de-
pends on the state’s population.
Rhode Island has few delegates.
California has many.

Forty-eight states have “win-
ner takes all.” If one party has just
one more vote in the general elec-
tion, that party gets all that state’s
delegates.

Two states have proportional
allocation of delegates: Maine and
Nebraska (as of 2005). If in the
popular vote, a party gets 20% of
general election votes, then that
party gets 20% of electoral col-
lege votes. If you're on the ballot,
your vote counts, and your party
may win a few electoral college
votes.

In a close election, major par-
ties would have to “horse trade”
with a third party to get enough
electoral college votes to get their
candidate elected president.

| have two ideas.

Idea #1: Find some political
scientist to research how well
proportional allocation of electoral
college votes have worked in
Maine and Nebraska, and write a
book. This book could be used as
a fundraiser.

|dea #2: Third parties should
band together to get states to
change their constitutions, so that
electoral college votes are propor-
tionately allocated.

| call this project: Electoral
College Alliance. Perhaps the
Libertarian Party can take the lead
in this project?

— Stuart B. Wahlberg
Blythe, CA

“War is the gambling table
of governments,
and citizens the
dupes of the game.”

~Thomas Paine

-
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Libertarian Party of California

Film Review
Daredevils Gotta Be Free

Review by Laura G. Brown

Man on Wire. Documentary by James Marsh.

Man on Wire is a docu-
mentary that details Philippe
Petit's unique wire walking
stunt between the Twin Towers
of Manhattan’s World Trade
Center in 1974.

Petit’'s name fits him: Could
anything seem more delicate or
tiny than his spindly black form
perched 1,300 ft. in midair?
This daredevil exemplifies the
libertarian idea that a person
owns his own life, even to the
point of risking it for a cause.

Yet the risk was calculated.
The Frenchman was a trained
acrobat and tightrope walker
who’d planned his “coup” for
years. After walking 140 ft.
across the span between the
towers eight times, and even
lying down on the wire, he was
promptly arrested for “disturb-
ing the peace.”

The Twin Towers are the
film’s uncredited co-stars,
looming over Manhattan like
sentinels of America’s coast, on
par with the Statue of Liberty.
A.O. Scott writes for The New
York Times that people looking
up that morning 34 years ago
might have worried that this
man could fall hundreds of feet,
yet would have no inkling that
the towers would be the ones
to fall, in a balletic crumple,
years later. The thread Petit
strung between the skyscrap-
ers turned out to be more te-
nacious than the invisible one
holding together the buildings
and their inhabitants.

Marsh’s thorough account
of this adventure includes mun-
dane as well as fascinating
details. Petit and an accom-
plice are surprised by a guard
near the skyscraper’s roof, and
huddle under a dusty tarp for
hours. The cable Petit walked
on was sent from tower to
tower by bow and arrow. His
pal, a so-so marksman, shot
a line across, which Petit went
fishing for in the dark. The
cable was then tied to it and
pulled over.

Petit’'s exuberance, un-
dimmed by time, is refreshing.
He seems engaging, infec-
tiously enthusiastic, and able to
attract a loyal cadre of helpers
for his plan. Still, he isn’t entirely
likable. Upon reading about the
towers being built, he says he
felt he had to possess them in
some way. He lampoons the
police and guards. After his
historic stunt, he heists one
arresting officer’s watch. When

a groupie latches on to him at
a press conference and offers
to share her bed, he gladly ac-
cepts, saying he feels entitled
to this reward, discounting the
feelings of his longterm girl-
friend.

The film’s many reenact-
ments by actors move the
story along nicely. It will ap-
peal to those who like real
mavericks—not the McCain-
Palin kind. Want to walk a
tightrope between the world’s
tallest buildings? Gather some

MAN ON WIRE

“Exhilarating”

like-minded individuals, plan it,
do it. Tired of the Democratic/
Republican statist machine?
Want to start a new political
party? Gather some compatri-
ots in your living room, as Dave
Nolan did during this same
period in 1972, and the rest is

Meet Mike Gravel

At an event to be held Thursday evening, November
20th, libertarians will be able to meet former U.S.
Senator and LP presidential candidate Mike Gravel.
the LPC office for

Please phone
(818) 782-8400.

details:
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history.

In 2008’s crushing confor-
mity and Patriot Act ripples,
Petit's breaking of security
measures to access the towers
could be seen as a terrorist act.
And Nolan’s wonderful idea is

we can admire dreamers like
Petit and Nolan. They remind
us that you can dramatically
alter the landscape when you
push ahead with a creative
endeavor.

Let Economy Telcom handle
your Telecommunications needs

@ Land line top quality long distance for under 3 cents a minute.

@ 800 numbers at same rates, including 800 numbers for cell phones.

@ Astonishing international calling rates.

® Business local phone service, and high speed Internet access.

@ Cell phone international calling at 90% off cell phone rates.

@ Finest quality, fixed monthly cost conference calling.

We are independent brokers, representing over 30 companies.

(all us for a quote: 1-800-914-8466.
Or e-mail owner Richard Rider: RRider@san.rr.com

still stuck in the idea stage. But

LPC Activists
Fight Prop 8

Although the LPC has yet to win any top electoral offices,
LPC officers and activists are advancing liberty in other
ways. Angela Keaton and Beau Cain (below) were among
the volunteers at a “Prop 8 No” phone bank in West
Hollywood. Keaton handled the phones, while Cain and
Kevin Takenaga dropped by to pick up signs and literature

Photo: Kevin Takenaga

Shopping
for a home?

Tap into the
Libertarian Network of Realtors
and help boost income to the LPC!

Longtime Libertarian and Chair of Calaveras County
Libertarians, Al Segalla, with his 25 years of experience as a
Realtor, has created a way for you to work with Libertarian
Realtors while benefiting the LPC. It’s a Libertarian Realty
Network! As directed by you, their Libertarian customer,
Network Realtors will donate 20% of their Network
commissions to the LPC or any other

Libertarian cause you endorse.

Tap in! Visit /_;—7’ ”
www.BambiLand.com/
NetWork.html

With so many Libertarians
in California, this could yield
several hundred Network
transactions each year.

Albert J. Segalla, Realtor @&

Chair, LP of Calaveras County E

SEGALLA&ASSOCIATES

3224 Skunk Ranch Road ¢ Murphys, CA 95247
(209) 728-2887 e alsegalla@jps.net

www.bambiland.com
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NEW - Available Nov. 3rd

| have often wondered why those with strong
opinions about social affairs are always attracted
toward one of two opposing poles. There are
those inclined to liberty —freedom of the individual
to live his or her life in any peaceful way. And there
are those who are inclined to mastery —permitting
others to live their lives only as another sees fit.

Liberty is not a battle that requires the conver-
sion of others in order to win. Liberty is won when
you accept the idea that you are the sole master of
your life; when your life is subordinate to none, and
no other life is subordinate to yours. When you ac-
cept that idea, you are liberated. There will always
be those who will claim to be your master, but you
will know otherwise.

INCLINED TO LIBERTY—The Futile
Attempt to Suppress the Human Spirit

Available November 3rd
Ludwig von Mises Institute

www.mises.org/store
Price: $8.00

THE FUTILE ATTEMPT TO SUPPRESS THE HUMAN/SPIRIT

LOUIS E. CARABINI

Libertarian Party of California
14547 Titus St., Suite 214
Panorama City, CA 91402

Alicia Clark at the LPC fundraiser ¢ Page 1
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